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“Five in the Morning” by Rotozaza, a British theater company making its American debut, at P.S. 122.

By JASON ZINOMAN
Published: April 7, 2007
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swimmers, red-faced and half-smiling in tight suits, await their SAVE
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before in science fiction films or dystopian short stories by George Saunders, but MOST POPULAR
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In the last few years, Rotozaza, which is making its American debut at P.S. 122, has Please
earned notice in alternative theater circles with an experimental style that employs 7. Supreme Court Memo: Oral Dissents Give Ginsburg

a New Voice on Court

unscripted performers willing to follow instructions. A similar tactic was employed 8. At the Elysée, Seeing a New Camelot

in last year’s puzzle play “An Oak Tree,” an English import, by Tim Crouch, 9. Design That Solves Problems for the World's Poor
analyzing issues of free will and power, but with less depth. 10. Concussions Tied to Depression in Ex-N.F.L.
Players

Staged by Ant Hampton with the subtlety and sure-handedness of a seasoned Go to Complete List »
magician, the play — written by Mr. Hampton, Silvia Mercuriali, Greg McLaren and Eﬂearghfy
Melanie Wilson — begins like a simple game of Simon Says (“Open your eyes,”

“Touch her”) before a slight story starts to emerge. A surprisingly sweet romance
develops between a man (Mr. McLaren) and the taller woman (Ms. Wilson). (No Travel
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character names are given.) “Ask him if you can climb into his arms,” a voice nytimes.com/travel
instructs her. And she does. While everything seems rigidly controlled, moments of
spontaneity — a smile, a roll of the eyes — occasionally break through, creating an

almost transgressive tension that is oddly exciting.

What saves “Five in the Morning” from being an abstract exercise is that it’s rooted

in these characters — trapped, struggling neurotics brought to life with tenderness. Eollow the Frugal Traveler on his 12-week cross-gountry
The face of the pixieish Ms. Mercuriali, who plays the smaller woman, is a mask of Ao in Travel
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us. As the play progresses, the artifice of the theater becomes increasingly clear. . .
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Even the audience is occasionally drowned out by a laugh track.

At its core, the play is about how we construct our own personas, piecing together a
narrative that we play in our own minds. Explaining more would give away some of
the surprises, which are essential to the delight of the show. As with a great

suspense film, watching this unusually daring show provides the gradual MODERN LOVE

recognition of being manipulated — and enjoying every second of it. Buy Now
“Five in the Morning” continues through tomorrow at P.S. 122, 150 First Avenue,
at Ninth Street, East Village, (212) 352-3101.
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