
GuruGuru – Requirements 
 
ACCESS:  

The five participants arrive and find the usher, who explains the basics and 'casts' them, giving 
them name-tags. The usher then leaves and starts the DVD in the room. Following arrows, all five 
then go to the room, unaccompanied. Ideally this is via a different route to that taken by the usher, 
although this will vary from place to place. The idea is to seperate the usher's role in preparing 
them for the event, and the event itself. It's good to achieve some kind of 'approach' journey 
whereby they find their own way to the room (when they enter, there's a voice already telling them 
to sit down). The following example (from its premiere in Texas) shows how the participants were 
positioned outdoors, and told to wait until the red door opened. After which there was a short 
corridor up to the room where GG is set up. The usher, having told them to wait outside until the 
door opens and then to go through, was able to access this room from elsewhere, start the DVD, 
kick the door open, and exit without being seen.  

 

 

ROOM: 

Dimensions: Ideally, at least 5 x 4 metres. Bigger is better. 

Type: Modern spaces - offices, meeting / screening rooms, 
conference rooms, classrooms, lecture halls, waiting rooms, 
hospital areas etc. It can be situated on stage in an empty 
theatre. Windowless spaces work well: Blackout is required, 
so if there are windows they will need to be covered such 
that no light comes through. Space should be very clean. 

Lighting: depends on the space. Using a room's existing 
fluorescent overhead lighting is sometimes ideal. This 
involves unscrewing the light switch and running a cable to 
an exterior switch to the side of one of the 5 chairs (see 
picture below). It’s also possible and often preferable to 
bring in other lighting. Essentially all five participants need to 
be lit, without anyone being blinded.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS: 

This is a comprehensive list, with weblinks to buy the major elements. We are assuming a TV and 
a hi-fi of some kind can usually be sourced for free, borrowed etc, but both MUST be checked with 
the company before installation.  

*PLEASE NOTE: It is also possible to run GuruGuru using a computer with an external, multi-
output A/V interface. If you have both the equipment and the technical expertise, please contact 
us to talk about this option, as it may work out cheaper than buying DVD players and headphone 
amps...   

1 x TV > Screen needs to be about 15” (38cm) diagonally. Scart or RCA input at the back.  

1 x amp and speaker system > any hifi is fine with good, clear sound.  

2 x DVD players (per installation) > 
DVD players must have 5.1 surround sound with ANALOGUE, RCA 
OUTPUTS (frontR, frontL, surround L, surround R, Centre, SubWoofer 
+ 1 x yellow composite video). These are usually the cheapest kind of 
5.1 DVD players available and are easily ordered via the internet.  

Nb - GuruGuru will NOT work with Optical / Digital / Coaxial / HDMI 
(unless you have a decoder too) or ‘Component’ outputs (Y, Pb, Pr / 
Red, Green, Blue). 

In the UK, the DVD players can be bought cheaply on ebay or here: 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Premium-Upscaling-Player-Reader-
DELIVERY/dp/B002ZONGL4/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=electronics&qid=1266508238&sr=1-3 

In the USA they can be bought here: http://www.amazon.com/Coby-DVD514BLK-5-1-Channel-
Compact-Player/dp/B000IL3FIK 

1 x Headphone amp > BEHRINGER HA8000 POWERPLAY PRO-8. If you think you have another 
kind which would work the same way, you MUST check with us first. GuruGuru needs five discrete 
headphone amplifiers. 



http://www.thomann.de/gb/behringer_ha8000_powerplay_pro8_headphoneamp.htm 
– Please note that this amplifier runs on 220-240V – any other supply (eg 100-120V) will require a 
voltage transformer /  step-up 

1 x backdrop > ‘Insta-Theme’ 4ft  x 30ft - Sun, sea and sky backdrop. Plain, model 52001. 
Please get in touch with the company if you have trouble sourcing one. In USA > 
http://www.christianarea.com/Party-Supply-Store/religious-supply-prodExt.asp?productID=1768  

In UK > http://www.partyjunction.co.uk/acatalog/Decoration___Tropical_Theme.html  

 

OTHER ITEMS: 

Either  a. 1 x Light switch and cable > for re-wiring room's light-switch onto floor by chair (ringed 
in diagram above) or, b. Individual lights / stands / cables, wired into same switch. There is no fade 
– all on / all off.  

1 x Plinth for TV > so that TV is at the height of sitting participant's heads. 

5 x chairs > modern in look if possible 

At least 2 x medium/large pot-plants or shrubs / bushes > artificial ones are particularly good. 
Dead plants can also be an excellent addition (as in above image). 

5 x Plastic Badges > conference-style plastic coated, clip-on name tags, labeled as Angel, Bobby, 
Charlie, Dicky and Eddie (we will send documents to print, cut out and insert into the badges). 

Several boxes of wet-wipes (5 used for each session) > e.g. this pack of 100 from an eBay 
retailer 

CABLES: 

Best sourced from www.cybermarket.co.uk (this company does post abroad if it is difficult or more 
expensive to source the objects in your own country.) 

DESCRIPTION QUANTITY WEBLINK 
Scart Plug to 3x RCA Phono Plugs – 
1.5m 

1 http://www.cybermarket.co.uk/shopscr50
0.html  

6.3mm Stereo Plug to 3.5mm Stereo 
Jack Socket 

5 http://www.cybermarket.co.uk/shopscr19
31.html  

2 x 6.3mm Mono Jack Plugs to 2 x RCA 
phono plugs – 1.2m length 

3 http://www.cybermarket.co.uk/shopscr72
72.html  

RCA Phono Plug to 2 x RCA Phono 
Plugs 1.2m 

1 http://www.cybermarket.co.uk/shopscr37
0.html  

Headphone Extension Lead 3.5mm 
Stereo Plug to 3.5mm Stereo Socket – 
3.0m length 

7  
(2 are 

spares) 

http://www.cybermarket.co.uk/shopscr31
5.html  

 
 

*NOTE* - Rotozaza will provide the headphones in most cases, which should be returned to us 
afterwards. We will supply double the amount necessary as during a run they may suffer wear and 
tear.  
If we require the venue to source the headphones we will let you know in advance, and they will 
need to be Sennheiser MX 6. 
These are uniquely available from Richer Sounds in UK.  
http://www.richersounds.com/product/headphones-microphones/sennheiser/mx6/senn-mx6  


